
 

 

 

 

 

 

Specimen Comprehension Paper 

The story is read aloud to pupils 

Timing: 30 mins after story is read. 

  



 

The New Boy 

This story is narrated by Callum, a schoolboy.  

I think the first time I saw the new boy was just after Nigel Smith was sent to 

the Headmaster’s office for chewing gum in a maths lesson. Typical Nigel 

really – he had been warned three times by Miss Briggs but he still tried to 

conceal gum up his sleeve. Miss Briggs really lost her temper when she found 

out. I’d never seen anyone turn the colour of a beetroot before. 

Anyway, as Nigel was trudging out of the classroom and Miss Briggs went 

back to droning on about shapes, I glanced idly out of the window and there 

he was. The new boy. He looked a little bewildered standing there in the 

playground clutching his satchel. A round, sorrowful-looking man stood next 

to him. Must be his father, I thought. No two people could look that similar 

and not be related. They even had the same style of glasses and the same 

facial expression. Like two explorers without a map.   

“Perhaps you could answer question five for us, Callum, if you can spare us 

some of your attention,” said Miss Briggs. 

I turned around to see Miss Briggs looking at me expectantly. In fact, the 

whole class was looking at me. Ashni sniggered as I blushed and tried to work 

out what I had missed. Here we go again, I thought. Distraction followed by 

humiliation, my speciality.  

“Erm… three?” I said, hopefully. From the look of delight on Ashni’s face, I 

could tell that luck was not on my side.  

Or so I thought. For at that moment, the door swung open and the new boy 

was ushered in by Mr Carter, the Headmaster.  

“Good morning, Year 3.” 

“Good morning, Mr Carter,” we chanted. 



“Exciting day, Year 3, exciting day,” said Mr Carter. “A new addition to the 

Year 3 troops is here,” he chuckled. 

I have no idea why Mr Carter liked to pretend that we were in the army. It was 

his idea of humour and he often laughed at his own “jokes”.  

“This here is Mo,” said Mr Carter, gesturing at the new boy, “and I can tell that 

he just cannot wait to get stuck into the fight with… with… what are you 

doing in this lesson Miss Briggs?” 

“Triangles,” said Miss Briggs flatly. 

“Triangles! Marvellous!” cried Mr Carter, as though triangles were the most 

wonderful things he had ever heard of. “Well, I’ll let you get on…” And with 

that, he made a swift exit, leaving Mo standing at the front of the class.  

Mo seemed to have transformed between the playground and the classroom. 

There was no sign of him being nervous or shy. Before Miss Briggs had a 

chance to speak, he turned to her and said in a clear, calm voice, “Good 

morning, Miss. I assume that I should sit at the spare desk at the back of the 

room? Thank you.”  

Without waiting for a reply, he strode through the class, ignoring the curious 

looks from us all, and sat down at the desk next to me.  

“Please do continue with your lesson, Miss Briggs,” said Mo. “I would not 

want my arrival to interrupt your explanation of triangles. I am sure it is most 

fascinating.” 

Miss Briggs looked as though she wasn’t quite sure whether Mo was being 

rude or not. I had never seen her lost for words before.  

I had a feeling that maths lessons were about to become far more interesting. 

 

  



The New Boy 

Comprehension Questions 

 

Practice Question 

Put a circle around the correct answer: 

 

The title of the story is ‘The New… 

 

Teacher Dinosaur 

Dog Boy 

 

For Questions 1 and 2 you need to circle your answer. 

 

Question 1 

Who was in trouble for chewing gum?      (1 mark) 

 

Callum Ashni 

Mo Nigel 

 

Question 2 

What was the new boy holding in the playground?     (1 mark) 

 



his dad’s hand his satchel 

his lunch his glasses  

 

  



Question 3 

Choose one answer to finish each of these sentences. 

Circle your answer.         (3 marks) 

 

 

a) When Miss Briggs sent out Nigel, she felt… 

 

angry sad tired 

 

b) Callum could not answer the Maths question because he… 

 

was not 

listening 
fell asleep 

was chewing 

gum 

 

c) Mo had the same glasses as… 

 

Callum Mr Carter his dad 

 

Question 4 

In the story, Mo looks ‘bewildered’ in the playground. 

Circle the word that has the same meaning as ‘bewildered’.   (1 mark) 

 

 



bored confident 

confused happy 

 

  



Question 5 

Do you think Callum and Ashni are friends? Explain your answer. (2 marks) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Question 6 

Who is the ‘new addition’ that Mr Carter is talking about?  (1 mark) 

 

 

 

Question 7 

How would you describe Mr Carter’s personality? 

Explain your answer.        (2 marks) 

 

 

 

 



 

 

  



Question 8 

Mo and his dad are described as ‘two explorers without a map’. What does 

this tell you about them?        (1 mark) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Question 9 

 

‘Mo seemed to have transformed between the playground and the classroom.’  

 

Transformed means changed. In what way had Mo changed between the 

playground and the classroom?     (2 marks) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



Question 10 

Look at the sentences below. 

Some are true, some are false and for some you can’t tell. 

Tick one box for each sentence below.     (5 marks) 

 

Sentence True False Can’t tell 

Nigel hid gum up his sleeve.    

Miss Briggs was very shy.    

Callum got the maths question wrong.    

There were thirty children in the class.    

Callum was bored by the new boy.    

 

 

Question 11 

Do you think the way the new boy behaves in the classroom is unusual? 

Explain your answer.         (3 marks) 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



Question 12 

Below are some words from the story. 

Draw a line to connect the words to the correct meaning in the story.  

You do not need to use a ruler. One has been done for you.  (3 marks) 

 

trudging  usual, happens a lot 

expectantly  embarrassment 

typical  waiting for something to happen 

humiliation  walking slowly with heavy steps 

 

 


